THE KING*$ ERIENDS
who generously sent him funds while he remained overseas, and
to Grafton who had so splendidly stood by him when he was
arraigned for his authorship of Number XLV of The North
Briton. Both appeals, however, were ignored.
Early in February 1768 Wilkes appeared in London. He
wrote to the Solicitor to the Treasury to inform him that * on
his honour as a gentleman ' he would appear in the Court of
the King's Bench on the first day of the next term to receive
the punishment which the law had meted out to him. He also
wrote to the King, begging for a pardon and permission to be
allowed to live in his native land unmolested. That letter was
addressed personally to George: it was taken by one of Wilkes's
servants to Buckingham House. "When no answer was forth-
coming Wilkes's friends accused the King of being bound by
stupid conventions, assuming that his silence was due to the fact
that the approach had not been made through the 'proper
channels.' The accusation is ludicrous. George never stood on
ceremony with any of his subjects: he ignored Wilkes's letter
for the simple, and very good, reason that he regarded the writer
as a filthy blasphemer and cowardly libeller who deserved the
consequences of his behaviour. To have pardoned Wilkes would
doubtless have converted an enemy into a friend; but in doing
so George would have acted against his own conscience, and
would have ' truckled' to a demagogue. And, to the end of
his life, he hated all demagogues.
Rebuffed by the King, hurt to find that his popularity had
waned during exile, resolved to restore his fallen fortunes, there
remained for Wilkes only one course to follow—to force his
enemies to persecute him in a way that would revive the old
cry of * Wilkes and Liberty.' The country was in the throes of
a General Election. Wilkes, to every one's amazement, secured
nomination as one of the candidates in the City of London. He
was not elected, but he polled a considerable number of votes,
and when the result was announced his reception at the hands
of the mob completely overshadowed in enthusiasm that accorded
to the elected member. The next move was a bolder one:
supported by the Duke of Portland and Temple he was nominated
as a candidate for Middlesex, and prominent among his sup-
porters was John Home [he later added the name of Tooke], a
disreputable though brilliant person, who had been the incumbent
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